Tuesday class: 

Nights of Stone
On the prison highway
An American in the Gulag
(Ingram: Stalin’s purges)

In groups: 

1.  In terms of scholarly authority, how would you rank these three pieces, from most objectively researched and conceptualize to least?  Why?  

What is the primary conceptual thesis of the piece you rank #1?  


What is the primary conceptual thesis of the piece you rank #2? 



What is the primary conceptual thesis (if there is one) of the piece you rank #3? 




2.  In terms of “giving you a sense of what it was like,” which piece do you find most effective, and why?  Which details strike you as the most informative or memorable?  Are the details that strike us as important/memorable generally the same, or do we tend to respond individually and idiosyncratically to certain images, depending on our own experience? 


3.  Specific topics for discussion:  

A.   In Ian Frazier’s “On the prison highway,” he speaks of his father’s fascination with the successes of Russian science, in particular the space program. In answer to the question “how/why were the Soviets the first to launch an orbiting space satellite (sputnik), and then the first to get a an into space,” what does his father answer?  Does this answer seem plausible to you?  And if so, what questions about the relationship between scientific inquiry and freedom of thought does it bring in its wake? 







B.  In Merridale’s study, what is the role of memory?   Can you forget trauma?  Is it better to “bring it back up” and “share it”?   


C.    Dolgun’s account of being a prisoner is different.  How?    He uses a lot of local slang,  for your convenience, here are some of the terms (which you can also figure out in context) that are common of gang life: 

urka (plural, urki) --   bad dude,  skillful and/or notorious gang member/criminal/mafia guy
“India” --    the prison where all the real criminals live
pakhan --   head of the gang,  “godfather”  of the mafia organization

“saying our prayers”  -- nothing to do with religion!  this is slang for “reciting your ID:  name, official reason for arrest (e.g. “enemy of the people,”  “contraband”  “inciting terrorist activity”  “theft of government property”), and length of sentence. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]etap --   transfer to a different prison site,  another “round” of labor at a different place
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