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happened in the cases of Pierre Benoit and MacOrlan in France. 0 N LlTER A_I_U RE Fn,m © A Soviek teredro
But such novels reflect only one color in the contemporary spec- A / £SSams  loy vévge”‘?
trum. To reflect the entire spectrum the dynamics of the adventure

novel must be invested with a philosophic synthesis of one kind R EVO I_UTI 0 N ; ENTRO PY, la wgc.‘hn .

or another. Despite their fine technical equipment, many of the - S Miva Gn nsbvn
young writers nI:lmed carlier still lack such synthesis. Yet this AND OTH ER MATTERS S e & _
is what is so sharply needed today. Everything that should have Univ- C)rubaso Press g 19 ¢

been and could have been destroyed has been destroyed. Now
we have desert, and salt-laden, bitter wind. How populate this N
desert, how build it up? Horror vacui exists not only in nature
but also in man.

If it were necessary to find a single word to define the point
toward which literature is moving today, I would choose the

word Synthetism: synthetic formal experiments, the synthetic Name me the final number, the highest, the greatest.
image in the system of symbols, synthesized life, synthesis of the But that's absurd! If the number of numbers is infinite,
fantastic and of daily reality, experiment in artistic-philosophic how can there be a final number?
synthesis. And dialectically: the thesis, Realism: the antithesis, Then how can you speak of a final revolution? There is
Symbolism; and now the new, third stage, synthesis, which will no final one. Revolutions are infinite.
include simultaneously the microscope of Realism, and the tele- Yevgeny Zamyatin, We
scopic lenses of Symbolism, leading off into infinities.

1923 ; Ask point blank: What is revolution?

Some people will answer, paraphrasing Louis XIV: We are
the revolution. Others will answer by the calendar, naming the
month and the day. Still others will give you an ABC answer.
But if we are to go on from the ABC to syllables, the answer
will be this:

Two dead, dark stars collide with an inaudible, deafening
crash and light a new star: this is revolution. A molecule breaks
away from its orbit and, bursting into a neighboring atomic
universe, gives birth to a new chemical element: this is revolu-
tion. Lobachevsky! cracks the walls of the millenia-old Euclidean
world with a single book, opening a path to innumerable non-
Euclidean spaces: this is revolution.

Revolution is everywhere, in everything. It is infinite. There is
no final revolution, no final number. The social revolution is only
one of an infinite number of numbers: the law of revolution is
not a social law, but an immeasurably greater one. It is a cosmic,
universal law—like the laws of the conservation of energy and

1N. I Lobachevsky (1793-1856), Russian mathematician who pio-
neered in non-Euclidean geometry.
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