LLC 335 2017
Howell.  Worksheet #3: Zamiatin

Reading:  “On Literature, Revolution, Entropy and Other Matters”   (1923)

For Thursday class: 
1.   Make two columns, one headed “revolution”  and one headed “entropy.”    Zamiatin uses these terms in his own idiosyncratic way, perhaps opposed to the commonsensical definitions of these terms with which you are familiar.  Throw your preconceptions out and make a list under each heading of the ideas and attitudes Zamiatin associates with each category.  Begin by going straight to the text and finding the specific concepts he associates with “revolution” and “entropy.”  Once you have a clear idea of how his dominant metaphor is used, add your own (perhaps more contemporary) examples to each column.  What is “entropic” or “revolutionary” in your own life experience, broadly speaking? Explain. 

2.  We talk a lot about “critical thinking” in the liberal arts curriculum.  What IS critical thinking and where is it located, according to Zamiatin?  Hypothetically, what happens if the whole world suddenly abandons dogma and starts thinking critically?

3.  Does Zamiatin’s idea of Revolution surprise you?  How do you think the Bolshevik Revolutionaries understood Zamiatin’s call for “infinite revolution” and “revolutionary literature?”  


a.  what is “revolutionary literature”  according to Zamiatin?


b.  what is revolutionary literature according to the new Bolshevik regime?

[Google “Evgeny Zamyatin” for further information on his life, his writings, and contemporary fan clubs who may or may not understand the context of his ideas.]
