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[57] ABSTRACT

An elongate hollow cylindrical member houses elec-
tronic circuitry and has disposed on its surface, on ei-
ther end, a live electrode and a spaced common elec-
trode. The electronic circuitry includes a difference
amplifier, and electromyogram signals detected by the
electrodes are applied to opposite polarity inputs of the
difference amplifier. As the electromyogram signals are
of substantially equal amplitude and phase, the electro-
myogram signals will be subtracted from each other in
the difference amplifier to provide a substantially zero
output due to electromyogram signals at the output of
the difference amplifier. However, electrocardiograph
signals, being of opposite phase, will be added in the
difference amplifier so that the output of the difference
amplifier is substantially due to only the electrocardio-
graph signal.

16 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets
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1
HEART RATE MONITOR

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to heart rate monitors for use in
association with exercising apparatus and/or exercising
procedures. More specifically, the invention relates to
such a monitor which eliminates the effects of muscle
artifact in the detection of a user’s heart rate.

2. Description of Prior Art

Heart rate monitors for use in association with exer-
cising apparatus and/or exercising procedures are
known in the art, and one such monitor is illustrated in
my U.S. Pat. No. Des. 254,569, Mar. 25, 1980, Lekht-
man et al. My previous monitor, which is cylindrical in
shape and which is grasped by both hands of a user, is
designed to eliminate noise signals in the detection of a
user’s heart rate. However, such a monitor does not
eliminate the effects of muscle artifact which is brought
about when a user, in exercising, moves his arm or
squeezes the monitor with his fingers. As electromyo-
gram signals are in the same frequency range as electro-
cardiograph signals, the presence of these signals will
affect the accuracy of the measured heart rate.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

It is therefore an object of the invention to provide
improved heart rate monitors for use in association with
exercising apparatus and/or exercising procedures.

It is an even more specific object of the invention to
provide such monitors which eliminate the effects of
muscle artifact in the detection of a user’s heart rate.

In accordance with the invention, the heart rate of a
user is measured by measuring pulises in the hands of the
user. The electromyogram signals of the hands of the
users are applied to opposite polarity terminals of a
difference amplifier, whereby the substantially equal
amplitude and phase electromyogram signals are sub-
tracted from each other to produce a zero level signal at
the output of the differential amplifier.

In accordance with a particular embodiment of the
invention there is provided a hear rate monitor for use
by a user in association with exercise apparatus and/or
exercise procedures, comprising:

an elongate member;

electronic circuitry including a difference amplifier
having a first input terminal of a first polarity and a
second input terminal of a second polarity opposite
to said first polarity;

said elongate member comprising a first half and a
second half;

a first live electrode and a first common electrode
mounted on said first half in spaced relationship
with each other;

a second live electrode and a second common elec-
trode mounted on said second half in spaced rela-
tionship with each other;

said first and second common electrodes being con-
nected to each other and to a point of common
potential;

said first live electrode being connected to said first
terminal of said difference amplifier and said sec-
ond live electrode being connected to said second
terminal of said difference amplifier;

a display device disposed on said elongate member;

wherein, said elongate member is held by said user
with one hand of the user on said first half contact-
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2

ing said first live electrode and said first common
electrode, and with the other hand of the user on
said second half contacting said second live elec-
trode and said second common electrode;

whereby, a first electromyogram signal will be de-
tected between said first live electrode and said
first common electrode, and a second electromyo-
gram signal, of substantially equal magnitude and
phase to said first electromyogram signal will be
detected between said first live electrode and said
second common electrode;

so that, when said first electromyogram signal is ap-
plied to said first terminal and said second electro-
myogram signal is applied to said second terminal,
the first and second electromyogram signals will be
subtracted from each other to produce a substan-
tially zero electromyogram signal at the output of
said difference amplifier.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The invention will be better understood by an exami-
nation of the following description, together with the
accompanying drawings, in which:’

FIG. 1is a perspective view of a heart rate monitor in
accordance with the invention;

FIG. 2 illustrates in block diagram form the elec-
tronic circuitry for carrying out the measurements in
the inventive heart rate monitor;

FIG. 3 is a graph of an electrocardiograph useful in
understanding the operation of the present heart rate
monitor;

FIGS. 4-1 to 4-7 comprise a flow chart of the pro-
gram which drives the microprocessor of the inventive
heart rate monitor;

FIG. 5 illustrates a floor mounted heart rate monitor;

FIG. 6 illustrates a wall mounted heart rate monitor;

FIG. 7 illustrates a heart rate monitor mounted on an
exercising bicycle;

FIG. 8 illustrates a heart rate monitor used in associa-
tion with a stair climbing exercise apparatus; and

FIG. 9 illustrates an insert which can be inserted into
the tubular member.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Turning now to FIG. 1, the heart rate monitor, illus-
trated generally at 1, comprises an elongate member,
preferably, a cylindrical member 3 having a first half 5
and a second half 7. Disposed on the first half is a first
live electrode 9 which comprises a ring member of a
conductive material force-fit onto the cylindrical mem-
ber. A first common electrode 11, which also comprises
a ring member of a conductive material and which is
also force-fit onto the cylindrical member, is also dis-
posed on the first half and spaced from the first live
electrode 9.

Disposed on the second half is a second live electrode
13, which, once again, comprises a ring member of a
conductive material force-fit onto the cylindrical mem-
ber, and a second common electrode, also comprising a
ring member of a conductive material force-fit onto the
cylindrical member and, once again, spaced from the
second live electrode 13.

Preferably disposed in the middle of the cylindrical
material is a display device 17 having a pulse indicator,
preferably a heart 19, and a numerical indicator, illus-
trated at 21.
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Plugs 41 and 43, inserted at either end of the cylindri-
cal member are preferably elasticized and force-fit into
the member so that the cylindrical member is water-
proofingly sealed.

Turning now to FIG. 2, as can be seen, common
electrodes 11 and 15 are connected to each other and to
a point of common potential, for example, ground. Live
electrode 9 is connected to one input 27 of a difference
amplifier 23, and live electrode 13 is connected to a
second input, 25, of the difference amplifier 23. The
inputs 25 and 27 can comprise a positive and a negative
input respectively or vice-versa. In any case, inputs 25
and 27 are of opposite polarity.

Output 29 of the difference amplifier is connected to
a bandpass filter 31. The bandpass filter will extract “R”
waves from the electrocardiograph signals.

The output of filter 31 is connected to a threshold
limiter 33 which produces a 200 msec square pulse syn-
chromnized with each R wave. The level of limiter 33 is
automatically adjusted to the average amplitude of the
R wave. The output of 33 is fed to a microprocessor 35
which is driven by the program illustrated in FIGS. 4-1
to 4-7 herein. The display 17 is driven by the micro-
processor 35 as will be seen in the description of FIGS.
4-1to 4-7.

In operation, the left-hand 100 of the user is placed
over both electrodes 13 and 15 so that it is in physical
and electrical contact with both electrodes. In the same
way, the right-hand 200 of the user is placed over the
electrodes 9 and 11 so that it is in physical and electrical
contact with both electrodes.

Noise received by the electrodes 9 and 11 will be of
substantially equal amplitude and substantially equal
phase to the noise received by the electrodes 13 and 15.
Thus, the noise signals will be subtracted from each
other in the difference amplifier 23 to thereby be can-
celled in the difference amplifier.

The electromyogram signals received by electrodes 9
and 11 will also be of substantially equal magnitude and
phase to the electromyogram signals received by the
electrodes 13 and 15. Accordingly, they will also be
cancelled out in the difference aplifier 23.

However, the electrocardiograph signals received by
the electrodes 9 and 11 are of opposite phase to the
electrocardiograph signals received by the electrodes
13 and 15. Accordingly, the electrocardiograph signals
will be added to each other in the difference amplifier
23, so that the output of 23 is substantially dependent
only on the electrocardiograph signals.

In accordance with one embodiment of the invention,
cylindrical member 3 is hollow, and the electronic cir-
cuitry is mounted in the hollow interior of the member
3.

FIG. 3 illustrates such electrocardiograph signals. As
can be seen, the heart pulses are separated from each
other in time by times T1, T2, T3 ... Tn. The magni-
tudes of T1, T2, T3 ... Tn are typically of approxi-
mately the same value under any given condition.

In accordance with the invention, the pulse indicator
19 is illuminated on receipt of each pulse in the electro-
cardiograph signal. A pulse rate numerical display is
calculated by using four adjacent time measurements.
Each measurement is verified for correctness by com-
paring it with a previous measurement. If a current
measurement is less than 85% of the previous measure-
ment or greater than 115% of a previous measurement,
then it is considered an inaccuracy either in the mea-
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surement or in breakthrough of noise signals and is
discarded in calculating the average.

As seen in FIGS. 4-1 to 4-7, in the microprocessor,
each time a pulse is detected, the pulse indicator on the
display is illuminated. Every time a pulse is detected, a
time count is begun and the computer then monitors for
the next pulse. When the next pulse is detected, the time
counted in the computer between the two pulses is
stored and a new time count begins. When a third pulse
is detected, the second time measurement is stored, and
in a similar manner, the third and fourth time measure-
ments are stored.

The time measurements are then compared each to its
previous one. If a time measurement is greater than
115% of the previous measurement or less than 85% of
the previous measurement, that measurement is deleted.
The remaining measurements in four adjacent measure-
ments are then averaged, and this average value then
drives the display to illuminate the numerics.

If the second, third and fourth measurements are all
either greater than 115% of the first or all less than 85%
of the first measurement, then the first measurement
must be suspect and an average is not calculated for that
particular cycle. In fact, an average is calculated only if
there are at least two valid measurements in the cycle.

The cycle keeps repeating itself to provide new val-
ues for continuously driving and refreshing the numeri-
cal display.

The heart rate monitor in accordance with the inven-
tion can be held by a user when performing exercising
procedures such as jogging or the like. Alternatively, it
could be adapted to be mounted on a floor 51 as iflus-
trated in FIG. §. In the FIG. 5 embodiment, the monitor
is mounted on a base 53 which is then disposed on the
floor.

It is also possible to provide a monitor for mounting
on a wall 63 as illustrated in FIG. 7. Once again, the
monitor would be mounted on a base 65 which would
then be mounted on the wall 63.

As illustrated in FIG. 7, the heart rate monitor could
also be mounted on an exercycle, and it could be inte-
grated with or it can comprise the handle bar of the
exercycle. The heart rate monitor could also be incor-
porated in a stair climbing exercise apparatus as illus-
trated in FIG. 8. The heart rate monitor would com-
prise or be integrated with the handle which is held by
the exerciser.

In the FIGS. 7 and 8 embodiments, although the
electronic circuitry could be housed in the elongate
member 3, it could also be housed in the apparatus itself,
for example, with other electronic circuitry used by the
apparatus. In that case, there would still exist the con-
nections between the electrodes and the difference am-
plifier, and the microprocessor and the display, which
would still be on the elongate member.

Accordingly, it can be seen that the heart rate moni-
tor in accordance with the invention can either be car-
ried by an exerciser as a stand-alone unit, or it could be
adapted to be mounted on a floor or on a wall. It also
could be adapted to comprise a part of an exercise appa-
ratus. In addition, the particular floor or wall mountings
and exercise apparatus illustrated are only examples,
and the monitor can be used with other mountings and
exercise apparatus.

Also, in accordance with the invention, a paper in-
sert, such as illustrated in FIG. 9, can be inserted within
the tubular member 3. The insert can contain the prod-
uct’s name, for example, INSTA PULSE T™, as well as
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other graphics and legends. The paper insert would be
rolled up with the graphics on the top surface and slid
into the tubular member which would comprise a trans-
parent material so that all of the information imprinted
on the insert would be seen through the top surface of 5

the tubular member.

Further, although the electrodes have been illustrated
as rings, other configurations, e.g. half rings, spaced
plates, etc. could be used.

Although several embodiments have been described,
this was for the purpose of illustrating, but not limiting,
the invention. Various modifications, which will come
readily to the mind of one skilled in the art, are within
the scope of the invention as defined in the appended

I claim:

1. A heart rate monitor for use by a user in association

with exercise apparatus and/or exercise procedures,

comprising;

an elongate member;

electronic circuitry including a difference amplifier
having a first input terminal of a first polarity and a
second input terminal of a second polarity opposite
to said first polarity;

said elongate member comprising a first half and a
second half;

a first live electrode and a first common electrode
mounted on said first half in spaced relationship
with each other;

2 second live electrode and a second common elec-
trode mounted on said second half in spaced rela-
tionship with each other;

said first and second common electrodes being con-
nected to each other and to a point of common
potential;

said first live electrode being connected to said first
terminal of said difference amplifier and said sec-
ond live electrode being connected to said second
terminal of said difference amplifier;

a display device disposed on said elongate member;

wherein, said elongate member is held by said user
with one hand of the user on said first half contact-
ing said first live electrode and said first common
electrode, and with the other hand of the user on
said second half contacting said second live elec-
trode and said second common electrode;

whereby, a first electromyogram signal will be de-
tected between said first live electrode and said
first common electrode, and a second electromyo-
gram signal, of substantially equal magnitude and
phase to said first electromyogram signal will be
detected between said second live electrode and
said second common electrode;

so that, when said first electromyogram signal is ap-
plied to said first terminal and said second electro-
myogram signal is applied to said second terminal,
the first and second electromyogram signals will be
subtracted from each other to produce a substan-
tially zero electromyogram signal at the output of 60
said difference amplifier;

and whereby a first electrocardiograph signal will be
detected between said first live electrode and said
first common electrode and a second electrocardio-
graph signal, of substantially equal magnitude but
of opposite phase to said first electrocardiograph
signal will be detected between said second live
electrode and said second common electrode;
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so that, when said first electrocardiograph signal is
applied to said first terminal and said second elec-
trocardiograph signal is applied to said second
terminal, the first and second electrocardiograph
signals will be added to each other to produce a
non-zero electrocardiograph signal at the output of
said difference amplifier;

means for measuring time intervals between heart
pulses on detected electrocardiograph signal;

means for calculating the heart rate of said user using
said measure time intervals;

said means for calculating being connected to said
display device;

whereby, the heart rate of said user is displayed on
said display device.

2. A monitor as defined in claim 1 wherein said elon-

gate member comprises a hollow cylindrical member;
said electronic circuitry being housed in the interior
of said hollow cylindrical member.

3. A monitor as defined in claim 2 wherein said first
live electrode comprises a first ring member of a con-
ductive material mounted on said first half of said elon-
gate member, and wherein said first-common electrode
comprises a second ring member of a conductive mate-
rial mounted on said first half of said elongate member
and spaced from said first ring member;

and wherein said second live electrode comprises a
third ring member of a conductive material
mounted on said second half of said elongate mem-
ber and wherein said second common electrode
comprises a fourth ring member of a conductive
material mounted on said second half of said elon-
gate member and spaced from said third ring mem-
ber.

4. A monitor as defined in claim 3 and wherein said

means for measuring time intervals comprises;

a bandpass filter, the output of said difference ampli-
fier being connected to an input of said bandpass
filter;

a threshold limiter, the output of said bandpass filter
being connected to an input of said threshold lim-
iter;

and wherein said means for calculating the heart rate
comprises;

a microprocessor, the output of said threshold limiter
being connected to an input of said microproces-
sor;

the output of said microprocessor being connected to
said display device.

5. A monitor as defined in claim 4 wherein said dis-

play device comprises;

a pulse indicator adapted to be illuminated each time
a heart pulse of the user is detected; and

a pulse rate indicator comprising a numerical indica-
tion of the pulse rate of the user.

6. A monitor as defined in claim 5 and comprising
elasticized plugs force-fit into both ends of said cylindri-
cal member;

whereby, the interior of said hollow cylindrical mem-
ber is waterproofingly sealed.

7. A monitor as defined in any one of claims 1 or 6
and including a stand means for mounting the monitor
on the floor;

said stand means including a base and an upwardly
extending member.

8. A monitor as defined in any one of claims 1 or 6

and including a means for mounting said monitor on a
wall;
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said means comprising a base.

9. A monitor as defined in any one of claims 2 or 6
and including insert means;

said insert means comprising a paper-like material

having graphics and alphabetic information im-
printed on one surface thereof;

said hollow cylindrical member comprising a trans-

parent material;

said insert means being inserted into said hollow cy-

lindrical member such that the graphics are dis-
posed against the wall of said hollow cylindrical
member so that said graphics can be seen on the
outside of said hollow cylindrical member.

10. A monitor as defined in claim 6 wherein said
cylindrical member is mounted on an exercise appara-
tus.

11. A monitor as defined in claim 1 wherein said
elongate member is mounted on an exercise apparatus;

said electronic circuitry being mounted in said exer-

cise apparatus.

12. A monitor as defined in claim 11 wherein said
elongate member comprises a hollow cylindrical mem-
ber.

13. A monitor as defined in claim 12 wherein said first
live electrode comprises a first ring member of a con-
ductive material mounted on said first half of said elon-
gate member, and wherein said first common electrode
comprises a second ring member of a conductive mate-
rial mounted on said first half of said elongate member
and spaced from said first ring member;

and wherein said second live electrode comprises a

third ring member of a conductive material
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mounted on said second half of said elongate mem-
ber and wherein said second common electrode
comprises a fourth ring member of a conductive
material mounted on said second half of said elon-
gate member and spaced from said third ring mem-
ber.

14. A monitor as defined in claim 13 and wherein said
electronic circuitry further includes;

a bandpass filter, the output of said difference ampli-
fier being connected to an input of said bandpass
filter;

a threshold limiter, the output of said bandpass filter
being connected to an input of said threshold lim-
iter;

a microprocessor, the output of said threshold limiter
being connected to an input of said microproces-
sor;

the output of said microprocessor being conrected to
said display device.

15. A monitor as defined in claim 14 wherein said

display device comprises;

a pulse indicator adapted to be illuminated each time
a heart pulse of the user is detected; and

a pulse rate indicator comprising a numerical indica-
tion of the pulse rate of the user.

16. A monitor as defined in claim 15 and comprising
elasticized plugs force-fit into both ends of said cylindri-
cal member;

whereby, the interior of said hollow cylindrical mem-

ber is waterproofingly sealed.
* * * ¥ *



