PLSC 323: Money, Politics, and Prison
Spring 2016

Simpson, Instructor

Response Paper Guide and Grading Rubric*
_____ Thesis (25 points possible)
  
_____ 
is an informed opinion [opinion based on facts]


_____
includes title(s) & author(s) of work(s)


_____
is properly punctuated & well written

_____
Supporting Facts (25 points possible) 


_____
at least three

_____ 
speak to thesis


_____
present an argument logically 


_____
summarize such that logic of argument can be understood

_____
are properly punctuated and well written

_____ Passages Cited [“Quotes”] (25 points possible)

_____
at least two

_____
speaks to thesis


_____ 
are only key words


_____
are presented with context which relates them to argument


_____
are properly punctuated and well written

_____ Concluding Sentence (15 points possible)

_____
refers back to thesis


_____
includes title(s) and author(s) of work(s)


_____
closes argument

_____
is properly punctuated and well written

_____
Directions/Writing (10 points possible) 

_____ is formatted correctly

_____ does not contain more than three grammar, spelling, or punctuation errors

_____
Total (out of 100 points)

*This rubric was developed from a template accessed at www.cornellcollege.edu.

Response Paper Tip & Reminders, Part I
On your thesis:
· Make sure your thesis is an opinion and not a fact 


· Get to the argument right away
· Make sure you’re aware of any ‘key terms’ in your thesis

· Key terms: those words in your thesis you must prove to be true in order for your thesis to be true 

Regarding the body of the paper:

· Stay in the present tense when you can with active sentences
· Do not personalize the argument, as in I think or in my opinion or it seems to me. It instantly weakens your argument; instead, think of yourself as the reader and use this term, as in which the reader understands as
· Format your paper properly

· Times New Roman is the font to use—12 point
· Margins at 1 inch all around
· Number your pages

More tips:

· remember that learning how to write response papers, like learning how to play an instrument or a sport, is process-oriented. You need to spend time working on these papers in order to improve. Writing them the night before will not work. 

· do not concentrate on your grade as much as you concentrate on working hard to make your argument
Response Paper Tip & Reminders, Part II




 
On your thesis:
· make sure thesis is an opinion & not a fact

· make sure also that it is not a factual conclusion – obvious from added facts

· make sure you’re aware of the key terms in your thesis

· underline all titles of books; place titles of articles in parentheses
· try using a working thesis – your initial idea for the thesis – as you draft your argument. After you finish writing out your supporting points, go back and change the thesis so that it fits with what your facts suggest. The proper relationship between thesis & facts is one in which the thesis flows from the facts and not the other way around. 

On quotes:
· Quotes need to be part of a larger sentence. This does not mean, though, that you can simply add a comma to the end of an explanatory sentence & then tack your quote onto that sentence.  
· Control the quotes. Add context and explanation. Use them to help you prove your thesis true. 

· Periods and commas inside the quotation marks
More general tips:

· Writing them the night before OR not turning them in on time will not work. 

· Do not worry too much if you’re not picking this up as quickly as you think you should be. If you are faithful to the process, you will “get it.” Trust me. 

· Do not concentrate on your grade as much as you concentrate on working hard to make your argument

TWENTY QUESTIONS
Read your Response Paper aloud. As you read, answer the following questions. 

THESIS
1. Is your thesis a specific statement (not too broad or too vague)? 

YES
NO

2. Is your thesis a new idea?







YES 
NO

3. Can your thesis be proved using facts from the text? 



YES
NO

4. Is your statement a fact or a factually drawn, obvious conclusion?

YES
NO

If the answer to any of# 1-3 above is NO or #4 is YES, you must rework your thesis statement. 

QUOTES
5. Do you use two quotes from the text? 





YES
NO

6. Do the quotes you’ve chosen deal directly with your thesis?


YES
NO

7. If the answer to #6 is NO, have you provided context which ties


your quote more directly to the proof of your thesis?


YES
NO

8. Do you quote only the “key words” from the passages you’ve 


chosen to cite?







YES
NO

If the answer to #5 is NO, you must add at least one (1) quote. 

If the answer to #6 is NO and the answer to #7 is NO, you must explain how your quote helps to prove your thesis. 

If the answer to #8 is NO, you must try to cut out the quoted words which are not essential to the proof of your thesis. 

SUPPORTING POINTS
9. Did you use at least three supporting points? 




YES
NO

10. Did you summarize the plot in the course of those supporting points

YES
NO

such that your reader can understand the logic of your argument?

11. Do the supporting points relate to your thesis?




YES
NO
12. Have you explained how the supporting points relate to your thesis? 

YES
NO

If the answers to any of #9-12 are NO, you must rework your supporting points. It may help to answer this extra question: What is the logic of your argument? 
Thesis: _________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Support #1:

Support #2

Support #3

Conclusion: ____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

CONCLUSION
13. Do you restate the author’s name & work’s title? 



YES
NO
14. Do you refer back to the thesis?






YES
NO
15. Do you do more than just restate the thesis?




YES
NO
16. Do you expand on the thesis?






YES
NO
If the answer to any of #13-16 is NO, you must rework your conclusion so that all answers are yes.
PUNCTUATION/VOICE/DIRECTIONS
17. Using your knowledge of the GWP, are all your sentences properly 

YES
NO

punctuated?

18. As you reread aloud, did any passages sound awkward or unclear?

YES
NO

19. Is the paper double-spaced, in 12 point font? 




YES
NO

20. Is the paper formatted correctly?






YES
NO

If the answer to #17 is NO, you must rework each sentence punctuated improperly. 

If the answer to #18 is YES, you must rework those passages.

If the answer to either #19 or #20 is NO, you must change the spacing & formatting such that it conforms to SOP.
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On your thesis:

· make sure also that it is not a factual conclusion – obvious from added facts

· use a working thesis as you draft your argument. After you finish writing out your supporting points, go back & change the thesis so that it fits with what your facts suggest. 
· Remember: the proper relationship between thesis and facts is one in which the thesis flows from the facts and not the other way around. 

On the body of your paper:

· Get to the argument & do not reintroduce your argument for each supporting fact, as in: The first time Mr. Martin shows he is cunning is when… OR The second example of this is…Instead, just begin to make your argument immediately following your thesis. After finishing with your first supporting point, use a single CA, like also OR furthermore OR moreover as the only introduction to your second supporting point. 
· Let summary drive your supporting points. Remember that you must give your reader some knowledge about the story so that he can understand the logic of your argument. As you rewrite, ask yourself questions – Did I explain who the characters are? Did I explain what happened to elicit the actions I cite as proof of my thesis? Show it to someone else who hasn’t read the story to get a sense of what you need to add in order to make it accessible for them. 

On quotes:
· Control the quotes. Add context and explanation. Use them to help you prove your thesis true. 

· Choose quotes which speak directly to your thesis. It should be easy to make the connection between your chosen quotes & thesis. 

· Remember: By themselves, quotes prove nothing. Quotes are not adequate stand-ins for actual supporting facts

More general tips:
· Remember that learning how to write response papers, like learning how to play an instrument or a sport, is process-oriented. You need to spend time working on these papers in order to improve. Writing them the night before, or not turning them in on time will not work. 

· Do not concentrate on your grade as much as you concentrate on working hard to make your argument

· Trust me…your grades will be fine 
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· Stay in the present tense where you can

· Do not use phrases like “This shows that…” or “This proves that…” 
· Let summary drive your supporting points. Remember that you must give your reader some knowledge about the text to understand the logic of your argument. Show it to someone outside of class to get a sense of what you need to add in order to make it accessible for them. 

· Choose quotes, which speak directly to your thesis. It should be easy to make the connection between your chosen quotes and your thesis. 

· Cite your quotes using MLA style.
· Pay careful attention to the formatting and your grammar/punctuation/ spelling.

· Give yourself some time between typing up your first draft and proofreading/revising it. 

The “So What?” Test
There is an old salesman’s mantra that might prove helpful here: 

1. Tell ‘em what you’re gonna tell ‘em. 

2. Tell ‘em. 

3. Tell ‘em what you told ‘em. 
4.
Tell ‘em why what you told ‘em matters. (This isn’t part of the mantra itself, but you can see why a salesman might have to use #4 in order to actually close a deal.)

Your response paper, in a way, mirrors this mantra –
1. Your thesis tells your reader what your opinion is and consequently, what your paper will discuss →
2.  Tell ‘em what you’re gonna tell ‘em.
3.
Your paper itself works to prove your opinion true → Tell ‘em.
4.
Your conclusion then is a mix between the final two parts of the mantra → Tell ‘em what you told
 ‘em. and Tell ‘em why what you told ‘em matters. 

Let’s take each of those final two parts of the mantra in turn. 

Tell ‘em what you told ‘em. 

Refer back to your thesis. By referencing your thesis, though, do not re-state your thesis in its entirety. What you are to do it to refer back to an idea in your thesis or a key word or phrase in your thesis. Try to make this the centerpiece of your conclusion. 

For example, if your thesis is: 

In The Captured Shadow by F. Scott Fitzgerald, Basil is determined to produce his play, no matter the cost.  

Your conclusion might be:

In The Captured Shadow by F. Scott Fitzgerald, Basil’s determination to produce his play leads him to…  

[the rest of your conclusion would be guided by the SFs you chose to support your thesis, but it might be]

…act cleverly but also deceitfully, which makes him sad despite his play’s success.  

Tell ‘em why what you told ‘em matters.
This is definitely the trickier part of writing a good conclusion. The temptation here is to write such that your conclusion reads like a lesson.  Think in terms of what might matter to your reader – Why will your thesis matter to him? What do you want him to take away from the reading of your argument? Can you make your argument matter to him? In short, when writing your conclusion, keep your reader in mind. It’s the best way to write a good conclusion.

A good conclusion: 

1. Refers back to the thesis.
2. Bring the argument of the paragraph to a close.

3. Tell the reader why your paper is important.

A Diagram 

THESIS = opinion/claim about reading based upon facts




Comes 1st in paper but flows from…

Facts


#1

#2

#3

(#4?)

Quotes


#1

#2 

#3

(#4?)




|___Facts/quotes___|     sift each fact/quote such that only the 

essential ingredients are left – think adjectives here….collect these with an eye towards your conclusion

CONCLUSION –

· Ideally, this gathers the essences of all the facts/quotes cited as proof of your thesis, borrows language already used in proving thesis and extends the opinion offered in the thesis to one which is even more specific 
· This is the logical ending point for your paper. By the time your reader gets here, he should be ready for the ending. 

· Do not begin your concluding paragraph with: “In conclusion…” 
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