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INTRODUCTION

	In this research report, I will examine the historical impact of the New Testament during the Age of Colonialism and its relationship with concurrent Christian missionary trips. I will begin by outlining the historical context of colonialism and, specifically, the New Testament’s role in colonial activities. Next, I will be assessing the motives and justifications used by Christians during this time period in their mission to spread the Word of God to all ends of the earth. In addition to the practical effects Christian mission trips had in these areas, respectively. Also, I will discuss a few of the criticisms surrounding these mission trips and some of the conflicts of interest between Christian missionaries and colonial imperialists. Finally, I will assess the lasting impact of these mission trips and colonialism and how they affect their respective regions all the way to modern times.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF COLONIALISM

	Colonialism is defined as the domination of a people or area by a foreign power (National Park Service 2022). The Age of Colonialism began roughly around the start of the 1500s when several European nations sought to increase their power and influence by taking control of trade routes and areas rich in natural resources (National Park Service 2022). The most popular destinations for colonial imperialists were Africa, Asia, Australia, and the Americas (National Park Service 2022). The journeys undertaken by the colonialists often saw a convergence with Christian missionaries, seeking to spread Christianity across the globe.
	
ROLE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT IN COLONIALISM

	Christianity at this time was largely centered in Western European countries, Christian mission trips often coincided with colonial exploration. Some cultures may have seen these two as one and the same. Both, of course, had their own motivations and goals in mind, which I will discuss later in this paper. However, the overlap of their missions cannot be ignored. It is often regarded that the justification used for colonialism from a Christian standpoint is what’s known as the “Great Commission”. This idea comes from Matthew 26:19-20, in which, we find the command Jesus gave to his followers to go teach the Word of God and essentially make more disciples (Laurie 2023). Additionally, Acts 4:12 was used to justify the conversion of indigenous populations, since it is obviously a Christian teaching, it emphasizes the fact that salvation is possible through Jesus Christ and only Jesus Christ. Acts 4:12 in combination with Matthew 26:19-20 really gave credence to the Christians’ mission. And the Age of Colonialism provided the perfect opportunity for them to move to different parts of the world and preach the Word of God. Another passage that motivated the missionaries was Ephesians 2:8-9, “For it is by my grace you have been saved, through faith”. 
	We can garner a better understanding of what New Testament, Christian teachings truly meant to settlers by analyzing one of the first colonial settlements in North America, Jamestown. To give some background, Jamestown wasn’t technically a Christian settlement in the traditional sense. Jamestown was founded under the authority of the Church of England, which was created when King Henry VIII split from the Roman Catholic Church and founded his own church because he didn’t agree with the idea of papal authority (JYF Museums). However, the Church of England still adhered to Catholic-Protestant teachings, and therefore, the New Testament. 
Yet, it can be slightly confusing, because, in a similar way to the Corinthians' reverence of different teachers (Paul, Apollos, Cephas), these settlers specifically revered the monarch of England who was head of both church and state. Regardless, according to an account by Captain John Smith, when the settlers first landed one of the first things they did was erect a simple structure to be used for church services (JYF Museums). This goes to show just how much Christianity meant to the colonialists where one of their first priorities upon entering the new world was to construct a church for worship.
		
CHRISTIAN MISSION TRIPS: MOTIVES AND JUSTIFICATIONS

	The motives for missionary trips undertaken by Christians during this time were encompassed by the biblical passages I mentioned in the previous section. To recount, the most popular passages were Matthew 26:19-20 (The Great Commission), Acts 4:12, and Ephesians 2:8-9. And so, the motives and justifications are relatively simple in terms of why these Christians felt it was their moral duty to go and spread the Word of God throughout the world. They derived all their purpose from the Bible, more specifically, the New Testament and the Age of Colonialism provided the perfect means and opportunity for traveling to both known and unknown parts of the world. Additionally, most Christian mission trips typically had some sort of relationship with the British Empire and took advantage of its influence. 
	
COLONIALISM AND CHRISTIAN MISSIONS IN PRACTICE

A notable Christian mission trip during this time was undertaken by a man named Philip Quaque to West Africa. Despite the abundance of material covering Quaque’s mission to West Africa, Philip himself was a very obscure figure (Andrews 2010). What we do know about him is the fact he was a black evangelist and originally from West Africa; he was ordained as a missionary in England and eventually sent back to West Africa in a renewed attempt to study their culture and convert the population to Christianity (Andrews 2010). It was widely accepted at this time that African culture was barbaric and idolatrous, in fact, Philip Quaque thought it was much worse than the wording I used. However, it was stressed to missionaries that they do not forcibly convert anyone. Because Christianity is a proponent of free will, it would be counterintuitive if converts did not do so freely. 
It is unclear what the ultimate result of Quaque’s mission was; however, Quaque is an example of the colliding of colonial imperialism and Christianity during this time. In all respects, Quaque was an English cleric above all else, and he desired to see the Kingdom of God embodied on earth (Andrews 2010). He is the embodiment of Christian imperialism and, in many respects, wanted a Christian empire, an empire that revered Christian teachings in the New Testament. Philip Quaque is simply one of many Christian imperialists during this time and is a primary example of what the purpose of Christian mission trips looked like during this time. 


CONTROVERSIES AND CRITICISMS

There was a saying at this time, “Where the flag went, the cross followed” (Copland 2006), and this couldn’t be more true in cases like Philip’s. Although, another example of this occurred in India, during a time when the British Empire occupied that territory. A question many scholars debate even to this day, is whether or not missionaries assisted in asserting the control of European imperial powers, or whether they merely took advantage of it to spread their own message (Copland 2006). 
A case where this question arose, as I mentioned above, was during British rule in India. The conversion of Indians during this time brought forth the criticism that Christian evangelists were imposing the Western lifestyle on the indigenous population and that they were encouraging imperial rule as an objectively good thing for India (Copland 2006).  And while those things may both be true, some would argue that this imposition went against the Christian ideal of free will. That, by doing this, missionaries were robbing converts of their autonomy and that they went beyond the call of conversion. In Matthew 22:21 the passage says, “Give unto Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s”. This passage can be interpreted as an emphasis on the separation of politics and religion. And how a political power should be imposing a faith on its subjects. 
For the church, India was an irresistible temptation, home to countless “lost souls” (Copland 2006). Fortunate enough for the church, the East India Company had a tight grip on the nation's economy and therefore its politics. Although, contrary to popular belief, the East India Company did not want Christians evangelizing in India (Copland 2006). Because the East India Company was all too aware of how greatly outnumbered they were and how they relied on the native Hindu soldiers to maintain everyday order (Copland 2006). 
Nonetheless, eventually, the Evangelical movement made its way into India. However, it was a movement full of tension, and the Evangelical movement was often met with resistance from both the locals and the British government (Copland 2006). And so, this case really dispels some of the fears that British rule was a one-way ticket to the imposition of Christian ideals and theology. It is proof that the church and state did not always have the same goals and that both really had their own motivations in the end.

CULTURAL AND SOCIETAL TRANSFORMATION

	The cultural and societal transformation caused by colonialism, and more specifically, Christian evangelicalism was a mixed bag. It was extremely varied among the colonies of the British Empire. I am comfortable with anecdotally saying that colonialism had a major impact on the locations that were colonized. The Americas are the perfect example of this. In North America specifically, we can trace nearly all of the roots of our culture to Western European ideals and ways of life because of their colonial efforts. In fact, we wouldn’t even be here if not for colonialism. But this is a report about the effect of the New Testament.
	Even so, the New Testament, and Christianity as a whole, shaped the very foundations our societies in America are based on. After all, we are “one nation, under God”. But, other colonial enterprises did not adhere to this transformation with as much enthusiasm as we did. Colonies in the Middle East and Asia did not so easily conform to Western European and Christian ideologies. As is common knowledge today, India is largely still a Hindu country, and the Middle East remains a dominant force for the Islamic religion. 

LASTING LEGACY AND MODERN REFLECTIONS

	There is no doubt that because of the Age of Colonialism, Christianity has spread to nearly all corners of the earth. The New Testament’s role in this caused countless conversions to the Christian faith and is the reason the Christian faith is the largest and most popular religion in the world. According to The Pew Research Center, about 32% of the world’s population considers themselves Christian (Pew Research 2010). Because of missionaries, countless schools, churches, and health centers have been constructed in the name of God all over the world. And while not all of that occurred directly during the Age of Colonialism. Colonialism is what set the machine in motion. 
	This topic of conversation still causes scholars to debate to this day. About the true impact all of this had on the world and whether or not Christianity was simply a tool used by imperial powers, vice versa, or neither. Scholars also tend to wrestle with the implications all of this has on Christianity, and if the ethical concerns of cultural imperialism and suppression of indigenous traditions are enough to outweigh the benefits Christian missionaries offered to these communities. It isn’t my place to answer that question, however, as with most topics such as this I don’t think there is necessarily a right or wrong answer, rather the answer lands somewhere in the middle. 

CONCLUSION

	In conclusion, the historical role of the New Testament during the Age of Colonialism and its connection with concurrent Christian mission trips tells a story of religious, political, and cultural interactions. The New Testament's influence had a profound and enduring impact on both colonialism and Christian missions, shaping the world we know today.
The Age of Colonialism, which spanned from the 15th to the 20th centuries, was characterized by European imperial expansion, driven by a quest for power and resources in foreign lands. In this context, the New Testament played a central role in legitimizing and justifying colonial actions. Matthew 26:19-20, Acts 4:12, and Ephesians 2:8-9 provided the moral foundation for colonial and Christian powers alike to embark on their missions (Laurie 2023). These passages reinforced the idea that it was their divine and moral duty to convert indigenous populations and bring them to salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. Christian missionaries, motivated by these principles, sought to fulfill this divine mandate while also providing education, healthcare, and spiritual support.
However, the connection between the New Testament, colonialism, and Christian missions was not without its controversies and criticisms. The coming together of Christian missions with colonial endeavors raises important ethical questions about cultural imperialism, the suppression of indigenous traditions, and the imposition of Western values. It is important to note that not all missionaries shared the same views, and some genuinely aimed to provide spiritual and humanitarian assistance, separate from imperial ambitions.
However, the lasting legacy of the New Testament's role in colonialism and Christian mission trips is evident in the global spread of Christianity, with approximately 32% of the world's population identifying as Christian today (Pew Research 2010). The establishment of churches, schools, and healthcare centers in colonized regions has left a mark on the cultural and religious landscape. Nonetheless, these historical connections continue to be subjects of reflection and debate in the modern world, prompting scholars and theologians to grapple with the ethical implications of the past and the ongoing relevance of the tenuous relationship between religion, politics, and culture.
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Use this form to detail your research activity for your blog project. Upload the form to Blackboard as a Word document. Do not submit it as a PDF or any other type of file. If either part of the research report is incomplete, the blog is not eligible for credit.

A. Discuss where you started, how you proceeded from there, what worked well for you, what challenges you faced (and how you dealt with them), what biblical studies interpretation tools you utilized, and how they affected your argument. If you used AI, attach a transcript of that interaction. 


I started by simply googling many of the topics I needed to consider, such as the history of colonialism, the role of the New Testament in said colonial efforts, the specific passages that lent credence and validation to colonial/missionary efforts and so on. I hadn’t really used any specific biblical studies interpretation tools. Challenges I faced was sifting through all Jstor had to offer and gathering relevant information for relatively long journal articles on the subject. 


















B. Annotated Bibliography:
An annotated bibliography is a standard bibliography (a list of works you used in your blog) plus a short description of what the article/book was about and precisely how you utilized it in your writing. The bibliography should indicate how your research took you well beyond what AI offers. This is where you demonstrate your independent research skills that are required for historical studies work. Be sure your resources adhere to the text’s historical and scholarly perspective. 
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