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EUROPE TODAY
Political Science 344 – Section 1
University of Richmond

Spring 2010
Professor: Aleksandra Sznajder Lee
           
Class meeting time: TR 9:00-10:15 a.m.
Office: Weinstein 202-L

           
Classroom: WSTN 209
Phone:
804-289-8095



Office hours:  Tue: 12:00-1:15 p.m.

Email: asznajde@richmond.edu



Thu:  1:30-2:45 p.m.








or by appointment
Course Description

This course provides an overview of the extraordinarily interesting politics of post-war Europe, both western and east-central.  It treats the European continent in its entirety, paying attention to the developments in its formerly communist half, in addition to those of western Europe.  In order to understand current developments in European politics, it is necessary to place them in a historical context covering Europe and transatlantic relations.  The material is therefore divided into four distinct components, with the first one sketching out the geopolitical context of post-war Europe and discussing the reasons underlying the formation and the subsequent fall of the Iron Curtain in Europe.  
The first part of the course examines the development of the European integration project, which took place in Europe’s democratic, western half and contrasts it with the imposition of communism in its central and eastern half (formerly known as the “Eastern Block”).  It then turns to the progression of political events behind the Iron Curtain and to the eventual fall of Soviet communism.  


The course’s second module covers the political institutions and developments in the major western European states, including reunified Germany, France, United Kingdom, Italy, and Spain.  The course’s third component analyzes transitions in central and eastern Europe, discussing the political, economic, and social aspects of the “triple transition” underway.  It then considers some of the most significant issues of statehood and ethnic conflict, analyzing closely the violent breakup of Yugoslavia, as opposed to the peaceful “Velvet Divorce” of Czechoslovakia.  This section finishes off with the analysis of the political institutions and politics of Russia.  


The last section of the course considers developments in the united Europe.  It starts off with the politics of the past European Union (EU) enlargements and then turns to the intricate and innovative institutional structure of the enlarged EU, reflecting changes introduced by the latest Treaty of Lisbon.  The course then examines the Economic and Monetary Union and the most important policies, such as the Common Agricultural Policy.  It then considers the social challenges facing the EU, before turning to EU’s external relations.  Finally, the course focuses on the theories of European integration in an effort to put students’ newly acquired knowledge in a theoretical context.  The course ends by discussing student research and looks at the broader political, economic, and social challenges facing Europe in the 21st century.         

Course Requirements
Grade components:

1. Mid-term exam: 15%
A closed-book, in-class midterm exam will be administered on February 23rd.  It will consist of both short identification and essay questions.  You are responsible for the entire material, whether discussed in class or covered in the assigned readings. 

2. Weekly responses: 15%
Over the course of the semester, you will be asked to write seven short (one double spaced page) responses to a question of your choice (I will send a list of questions in advance) and submit it to me in person at the beginning of the class (no emailed responses will be accepted).  Alternatively, you are welcome to react to an aspect of the reading, which you found particularly insightful or thought-provoking.  Please note that I will not accept make-up responses at the end of term. 
3. Research paper: 30%

You are asked to start thinking about a research topic immediately and are strongly encouraged to meet with me to discuss your potential topic ideas during the first several weeks.  You will be expected to collaborate with another student on this project, at least for the purpose of the final presentation, but are welcome, although not required, to submit written assignments separately.  If you turn work in jointly, the assumption will be that all students contributed equally and the grades will be the same for all. 
· Paper topic, outline, and annotated bibliography (10% of the final grade) – due on March 2nd 
On March 2nd, you are expected to hand in a page outlining your central research question, its importance, and potential explanations/approaches to your question that you would like to investigate (5%).  These explanations should be grounded in the literature.  To help you formulate a research question and potential explanations for it, you will also be asked to produce an annotated bibliography (see course website) consisting of at least fifteen scholarly sources (5% of the grade).  Please use the course website as a resource when searching for materials and contact the social science library liaison, Ms. Laura Horne-Popp (lhorne@richmond.edu), for assistance. 

· Presentation of your research (5%) – April 13th and 15th
On April 13th or 15th, you will give a 10-12 minute presentation of the findings of your research project.  The class will spend the remaining 3-5 minutes discussing your presentation and asking questions. You are encouraged to show your draft and get my feedback prior to in-class presentation.
· Final paper (15%), due on Tuesday, April 20th 
The final paper (15-18 pages) is due on Tuesday, April 20th, at the beginning of class.  You are strongly encouraged to use the services of the Writing Center when preparing the final draft. 
4. Group presentation on social policy in Europe: 5%

On April 1st, along with several (4 or 5) other students in the class, you will make a 15-minute presentation on one aspect of social policy challenges in Europe discussed in the readings: social change, welfare policy, or migration policy.  In your presentation, you are encouraged to include material found in other sources.
5. News digest presentation: 10% (5% each)     
In order to highlight the current developments in Europe, once a week, we will begin class with a news digest presentation.  Over the course of the semester, each student, in conjunction with two other students, will make two 5-minute group presentations of political news in the EU and non-EU European countries.  The class will then briefly discuss these developments.
6. Final: 20%
A closed-book final exam consisting of identification and essay questions will test you on the concepts acquired throughout the semester (cumulative).  The exam will be administered on Saturday, May 1st, 7 p.m. – 10 p.m. in Weinstein 209.
7. Participation: 5%
It is imperative that you come to class prepared, having completed the assigned readings and ready to discuss them. You are expected to participate actively in class discussions.  
I will not hesitate to call on people and ask about their insights – this is not meant to put anyone on the spot, but is a way of making sure people do not feel shut out of the conversation.  Class participation and any in-class group assignments performance account for 5% of the final grade and will be the decisive factor in case of borderline grades.  If you miss more than 3 classes without a valid excuse, you will automatically fail the class participation portion of your grade.  

The grading scale will be as follows:

	A
	93-100
	B-
	80-82
	D+
	67-69

	A-
	90-92
	C+
	77-79
	D
	63-66

	B+
	87-89
	C
	73-76
	D-
	60-62

	B
	83-86
	C-
	70-72
	F
	0-59


The A-range grades represent excellent work, B-range grades indicate good or very good work, C-range grades stand for average work, D-range for below average but passing, while the grade of F indicates failure on an assignment. 

Late Work: All assignments are due in class on the specified date.  Late assignments will result in a letter grade deduction per each day of delay, unless there are extraordinary circumstances discussed with the instructor prior to the original due date.  
Make-up Work: There will be no make-ups for either exam, unless there are documented extraordinary circumstances that prevent you from taking the exams as scheduled.  Also, students will not be given extra credit assignments in order to help improve grades.  However, progress throughout the semester will be taken into account when determining the final grade.

Honor Code: All work must adhere to the University’s Student Honor Code and pledge.
For more information, see: http://studentorg.richmond.edu/urhc/index_files/Page431.htm.  
Computer Use: Computers are to be used solely for the purpose of taking notes and actively participating in class discussion.  I reserve the right to ask you not to use your computer if I have reasons to suspect that you are using it to surf the web, check email or engage in other non-course-related activities.

Getting Help: If you are experiencing difficulties with the material, please contact me! You are also encouraged to use the resources of the Writing Center, the Speech Center, and the Academic Skills Center (just remember to make appointments in advance!).       
Readings

The following books are available for purchase at the campus bookstore:

Ronald Tiersky and Erik Jones, Europe Today, 3rd ed. (Lanham: Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 2007) 

Timothy Garton-Ash, The Magic Lantern (New York: Vintage Books, 1999) 

Readings marked with * are available on the library e-reserve: http://librarycat.richmond.edu
Please note that I will also be placing on Blackboard relatively brief up-to-date news clips related to the countries we are studying, and asking you to read them before class.  I will notify you via email when these readings are available.  Please feel free to contribute your own articles on Blackboard.
Course Schedule
Week 1.

01/12
Introduction and Course Overview
01/14
Europe after the War: Historical and Geopolitical Context
*Desmond Dinan, “Reconstruction, Reconciliation, and Integration, 1945-1957, in Ever Closer Union (Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2005), p. 11-35
* George Schöpflin, “The Communists on the Road to Power,” in Politics in Eastern Europe (Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 1993), p. 57-74

Week 2.
01/19
European Integration 1957-1993
*Desmond Dinan, “Uncertain Terrain, 1957-1972” and “A Community in Flux, 1973-1984” in Ever Closer Union, p. 39-93
*David Pinnemore, “Towards European Union,” in European Union Politics (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007), p. 31-35

01/21
The Communist System: Reality, Decline, and Perestroika
*Mark Pittaway, “From Communist to Post-Communist Politics,” in Developments in Central and East European Politics (Durham: Duke University Press, 2007), p. 20-26 
*Thomas Magstadt, “The Legacy of Soviet Communism” in Contemporary European Politics (CEP)(Belmont: Thomson Wadsworth, 2007), p. 234-246
Watch The Lives of Others (on reserve)


Week 3.  
01/26
Fall of Communism
*Anders Åslund, “Communism and Its Demise,” in How Capitalism was Built (Cambridge: CUP Press, 2007), p.15-28
Timothy Garton-Ash, The Magic Lantern (read coverage of at least two countries)
*Mark Pittaway, “From Communist to Post-Communist Politics,” in Developments in CEE Politics, p. 26-31

01/28
German Unification and German Politics

ET: 
Helga A. Welsh, “Germany: The Berlin Republic Still in Transition,” 
p. 91-123

*Gale Stokes, “The First Two Years of a Long Time,” in The Walls Came Tumbling Down (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993), p.181-188

*CEP:
“Politics in Western Europe – Germany’s Unified Federal Republic,” 
 p. 113-122

Week 4.

02/02
German Politics and French Politics
*CEP:
“Politics in Western Europe – France’s Fifth Republic,” p. 100-113

02/04
French Politics
ET: 
Ronald Tiersky and Nicolas de Boisgrollier, “France: Hopes and Fears of a New Generation,” p. 21-53
Week 5.

02/09
British Politics
*CEP:
“Politics in Western Europe – Britain: Mother of All Parliaments” p.88-00 

ET:
Jonathan Hopkin, “United Kingdom: New Labour, New Britain?” p. 57-88

02/11
British Politics and Italian Politics

*CEP:
“Politics in Western Europe – Italy’s Fractious Democracy,” p. 122-128

Week 6.

02/16
British Politics and Italian Politics 

ET:
Mark Gilbert, “Italy: A Troubled Democracy,” p. 127-157
02/18
Italian Politics

ET:
Mark Gilbert, “Italy: A Troubled Democracy,” p. 127-157

Week 7.

02/23
Mid-term exam
02/25
Politics of Spain

*CEP:
“Politics in Western Europe – Spain’s Rejuvenated Polity,” p. 128-130


*The Economist, “Spain: the Party is Over,” November 11, 2008, p. 3-19

Week 8.

03/02
Transitions 1: Political and Economic Reform
*Anders Åslund, “Democracy versus Authoritarianism,” in How Capitalism was Built, p. 206-236

*The Economist, “In the nick of time – A special report on EU enlargement” (excerpts), May 31, 2008 
Research paper proposal and annotated bibliography due

03/04
Transitions 2: Economic Reform

*Anders Åslund, “Privatization: The Establishment of Private Property Rights,” in How Capitalism was Built, p. 143-164

*Gérard Roland, “Synthesizing Lessons from Transition” in Transition and Economics (Cambridge: MIT Press, 2000), p. 327-344

Week 9.

03/09 & 03/11
   No Class: Spring Break!

Week 10.

03/16
War in the Former Yugoslavia

* Misha Glenny, “Epilogue: The Balkan Vortex” in The Balkans (New York : Viking Press, 2000), p.634-662

Watch No Man’s Land (on reserve)

03/18
Politics of Russia


ET:
Bruce Parrott, “Russia: European or Not?” p. 209-241

*CEP:
“Politics in Eastern Europe – Postcommunist Russia,” p.248-253


*Stephen Hanson, “The Uncertain Future of Russia’s Weak State Authoritarianism,” East European Politics and Societies, Vol. 21, No.1(2007), 

p. 67-81

Week 11. 

03/23
Supranational Europe: Institutions of the EU: Between Supranationalism and Intergovernmentalism

*Hussein Kassim, “The Institutions of the European Union” in European Politics (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007), p. 168-197
Read materials on the Lisbon Treaty placed on Blackboard (in Lisbon Treaty folder in the Documents folder) and at: http://europa.eu/lisbon_treaty/glance/index_en.htm
03/25
Institutions of the EU (wrap-up) and Policies of the EU: EMU and the Challenges of the European Economy

ET:
Erik Jones, “The European Economy and Economic Governance,” 
p. 283-314
*Kathleen R. McNamara, “Economic and Monetary Union” in Policy-Making in the European Union (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005), p.141-159 

Week 12.

03/30
EMU (continued); Common Agricultural Policy and other Expenditure Policies

*Simon Hix, “Expenditure Policies,” in The Political System of the European Union (New York: Palgrave Macmillan Press), p. 281-289 
04/01
Social Policy Challenges: Social Change, Immigration and Fate of Welfare State 


*Colin Crouch, “Social Change,” in European Politics, p. 218-235

*Linda Hantrais, “Welfare Policy,” in European Politics, p. 292-308


*Randall Hansen, “Migration Policy,” in European Politics, p.329-343
Student group presentations on these topics

Week 13. 

04/06 
External Relations and the Security Challenge

*Jolyon Howorth, “Transatlantic Relations,” in European Politics, p. 407-425
*Alasdair R. Young, “External Economic Relations,” in European Politics, 

p. 386-404

recommended:

ET:
Jeffrey Simon and Sean Kay, “Beyond European Security: Europe, the United States, and NATO,” p. 405-434 

04/08
Applying Theories of European Integration


*Michael Burgess, “Federalism and Federation,” in European Union Politics, 

p. 69-83

*Carsten Strøby Jensen, “Neo-functionalism,” in European Union Politics, 
p. 85-97
*Michelle Cini, “Intergovernmentalism,” in European Union Politics, p. 99-115

In-class debate
Week 14. 
04/13
Research Presentations I
04/15
Research Presentations II
Week 15.

04/20
Quo Vadis Europa?
*The Economist, “Fit at 50? A special report on the European Union,” March 17th, 2007

*Alex Warleigh-Lack, “Conclusion: The Future of the European Union” in European Union Politics, p. 441-453
Research papers due!
04/22
Course Conclusion and Review

***Final exam date: Saturday, May 1st, 7 p.m. – 10 p.m. in Weinstein 209***
