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TRANSITIONS FROM COMMUNISM IN EUROPE AND EURASIA
Political Science 342
University of Richmond

Spring 2010
Professor: Aleksandra Sznajder Lee
           
Class meeting time: TR 10:30-11:45 a.m.
Office: Weinstein 202-L

           
Classroom: Ryland Hall 216
Phone:
804-289-8095



Office hours: TR 12:00-1:15 p.m.
Email: asznajde@richmond.edu


           or by appointment
Course Description

Even though the fall of Soviet communism may today seem to have been overdetermined, it came as a surprise to both the international community and social scientists.  While, initially, there was an expectation of triumph of democracy and capitalism over authoritarianism and central planning, with some political scientists even proclaiming the “end of history,” the reality proved to be far more variegated and uncertain. 


This course examines the postcommunist diversity and its various interconnected aspects: political, economic, and social.  Since the postcommunist evolution cannot be understood simply as a factor of the post-1989/1991 politics, the course places the fall of communism in a rich historical context.  It begins by examining the development of the Soviet system and its takeover of central Asia and central and eastern Europe. After considering the functioning and crisis of the communist system, as well as the efforts to reform it, the course then turns to the reasons for the system’s collapse.  

The course subsequently examines the range of efforts at democratic and economic reform throughout the region as well as the relationship between these two types of reform.  It then discusses the social ramifications of these reforms.  Finally, the class takes a more regional turn, as it focuses on Russia, eastern Europe, central Asia, and east-central Europe.  At the same time, the course also covers specific topics, such as natural resource abundance, ethnic conflict, geopolitics, and the influence of the European Union and the United States more specifically.  The course ends by discussing independent student research and the challenges and opportunities facing the postcommunist world.     

Course Requirements

Grade components:

1. Mid-term exam: 15%
A closed-book, in-class midterm exam will be administered on February 25th.  It will consist of both short identification and essay questions.  You are responsible for the entire material, whether discussed in class or covered in the assigned readings. 

2. Weekly responses: 15%
Over the course of the semester, you will be asked to write seven short (1-page) responses to a question of your choice (I will send a list of questions in advance) and submit it to me in person at the beginning of class (no emailed responses will be accepted).  Alternatively, you are welcome to react to an aspect of the reading, which you found particularly insightful or thought-provoking.  Please note that I will not accept make-up responses at the end of term. 

3. Short paper: 10%
A report analyzing the dynamics of the fall of communism, based on The Magic Lantern and the films will be due on February 2nd.  

4. Research paper: 30%

You are asked to start thinking about a research topic immediately and are strongly encouraged to meet with me to discuss your potential topic ideas during the first several weeks.  
· Paper topic, outline, and annotated bibliography (10% of the final grade) – due on March 4th 
· On March 4th, you are expected to hand in a page outlining your central research question, its importance, and potential explanations/approaches to your question that you would like to investigate (5%).  These explanations should be grounded in the literature.  To help you formulate a research question and potential explanations for it, you will also be asked to produce an annotated bibliography (see course website) consisting of at least fifteen scholarly sources (5% of the grade).  Please use the course website as a resource when searching for materials and contact the social science library liaison, Ms. Laura Horne-Popp (lhorne@richmond.edu), for assistance. 

· Presentation of your research (5%) – April 13th and 15th
On April 13th or 15th, you will give a 10-12 minute presentation on the findings of your research project.  The class will spend the remaining 3-5 minutes discussing your presentation and asking questions. You are encouraged to show your draft and get my feedback prior to in-class presentation.

· Final paper (15%), due on Tuesday, April 20th 
The final paper (15-18 pages) is due on Tuesday, April 20th, at the beginning of class.  You are strongly encouraged to use the services of the Writing Center when preparing the final draft. 
5. Group Presentation on Central Asia: 5%

On March 23rd, along with two other classmates, you will give a presentation on the political developments in a Central Asian country of your choice (either Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan or Mongolia). 
6. Final Exam: 20%
A closed-book final exam consisting of identification and essay questions will test you on the concepts acquired throughout the semester (cumulative).  The exam will be administered on Monday, April 26th, 2 p.m. – 5 p.m. in Ryland 216.
7. Participation: 5%
It is imperative that you come to class prepared, having completed the assigned readings and ready to discuss them. Reading guides accompanying the reading assignments should help in preparing for class. You are expected to participate actively in class discussions.  I will not hesitate to call on people and ask about their insights – this is not meant to put any specific person on the spot, but is a way of making sure people do not feel shut out of the conversation.  Overall, class participation and any in-class group assignments performance account for 5% of the final grade, but will be the decisive factor in case of borderline grades.  If you miss more than 3 classes without a valid excuse, you will automatically fail the class participation portion of your grade.  

The grading scale will be as follows:

	A
	93-100
	B-
	80-82
	D+
	67-69

	A-
	90-92
	C+
	77-79
	D
	63-66

	B+
	87-89
	C
	73-76
	D-
	60-62

	B
	83-86
	C-
	70-72
	F
	0-59


The A-range grades represent excellent work, B-range grades indicate good or very good work, C-range grades stand for average work, D-range for below average but passing, while the grade of F indicates failure on an assignment. 

Late Work: All assignments are due in class on the specified date.  Late assignments will result in a letter grade deduction per each day of delay, unless there are extraordinary circumstances discussed with the instructor prior to the original due date.  
Make-up Work: There will be no make-ups for either exam, unless there are documented extraordinary circumstances that prevent you from taking the exams as scheduled.  Also, students will not be given extra credit assignments in order to help improve grades.  However, progress throughout the semester will be taken into account when determining the final grade.

Honor Code: All work must adhere to the University’s Student Honor Code and pledge.
For more information, see: http://studentorg.richmond.edu/urhc/index_files/Page431.htm.  
Computer Use: Computers are to be used solely for the purpose of taking notes and actively participating in class discussion.  I reserve the right to ask you not to use your computer if I have reasons to suspect that you are using it to surf the web, check email or engage in other non-course-related activities.

Getting Help: If you are experiencing difficulties with the material, please contact me! You are also encouraged to use the resources of the Writing Center, the Speech Center, and the Academic Skills Center (just remember to make appointments in advance!).       
Readings

The following books are available for purchase at the campus bookstore:

Anders Åslund, How Capitalism Was Built (Cambridge: CUP, 2007) 

Timothy Garton-Ash, The Magic Lantern (New York: Vintage Books, 1999) 

Edward Lucas, The New Cold War: Putin’s Russia and the Threat to the West (Palgrave Macmillan, 2009)

Anna Politkovskaya, A Small Corner of Hell: Dispatches from Chechnya (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 2003) – on back order, please order on Amazon (or another electronic source)

Readings marked with * are available on the library e-reserve: http://librarycat.richmond.edu.  Please note that I may place additional short news clips on Blackboard and I encourage you to do the same. 
Readings marked with ** are available on Blackboard (Required readings folder in Course Documents folder)

Course Schedule
Week 1.

01/12
Introduction and Course Overview
01/14
Early Days of the Soviet Union
**Peter Kenez, “The first five-year plan” in A history of the Soviet Union from the beginning to the end (Cambridge: CUP, 2006), p. 80-102
*Svat Soucek, “From Governorates-General to Union Republics” in A History of Inner Asia (Cambridge: CUP, 2000), p. 209-224
Week 2.
01/19
Soviet Expansion into East-Central Europe and the Origins of the Cold War

**Peter Kenez, “The nadir: 1945-1953” in A history of the Soviet Union from the beginning to the end, p. 160-183
* George Schöpflin, “The Communists on the Road to Power,” in Politics in Eastern Europe (Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 1993), p. 57-74

01/21
Political and Economic Operation of the Soviet System

*R.J. Crampton, “The Communist System,” in Eastern Europe in the 20th Century and After (London: Routledge, 1997), p. 240-254 
*Svat Soucek, “Soviet Central Asia,” in A History of Inner Asia, p. 225-253

Watch Andrzej Wajda’s Man of Marble (on reserve at MRC) and prepare questions for class discussion. 
Week 3.  
01/26
Anti-Communist Rebellions
*Joseph Rothschild & Nancy M. Wingfield, “Revenge of the Repressed” in Return to Diversity (Oxford: OUP, 2000), p. 147-190
01/28
Perestroika 
**Peter Kenez, “Failed Reforms” in A history of the Soviet Union from the beginning to the end, p. 243-261
Watch The Lives of Others (on reserve) an be prepared to discuss the film
Week 4.

02/02
Collapse of Communism in Central and Eastern Europe

Timothy Garton-Ash, The Magic Lantern (New York: Vintage Books, 1999) 


Suggested reading: *George Schöpflin. 1993. “The End of Communism in Central and Eastern Europe” in Politics in Eastern Europe, p.224-255

Short paper due
02/04
Collapse of Communism in CEE (wrap-up) and Dissolution of the Soviet Union

**Peter Kenez, “Failed Reforms” in A history of the Soviet Union from the beginning to the end, p. 261-277
Week 5.
02/09
Political Reform: Theory and Practice
Anders Åslund, “Democracy versus Authoritarianism” in How Capitalism Was Built (Cambridge: CUP, 2007), p. 206-221

** David R. Cameron,“Post-Communist Democracy: The Impact of the European Union,” Post-Soviet Affairs, Vol. 23, No.2 (2007), p.185-217
02/11
Political Reform Outcomes
Anders Åslund, “Democracy versus Authoritarianism” in How Capitalism Was Built, p. 221-240
Week 6.

02/16
Economic Reform: Principles
Anders Åslund, “Shock Therapy versus Gradualism,” in How Capitalism was Built, p. 29-56

*Gérard Roland, “Synthesizing Lessons from Transition” in Transition and Economics (Cambridge: MIT Press, 2000), p. 327-344

02/18
Economic Reform: Privatization
Anders Åslund, “Privatization: The Establishment of Private Property Rights,” in How Capitalism was Built, p. 143-164

Week 7.

02/23
Social Aspects of Transition

Anders Åslund, “An Inefficient Social System,” in How Capitalism was Built, 

p. 182-205

02/25
Mid-term exam

Week 8.

03/02
Political and Economic Reform in Russia: from Yeltsin to Putin

**Peter Kenez, “Leap into the  unknown” in A history of the Soviet Union from the beginning to the end, p. 278-302

Start: Edward Lucas, The New Cold War: Putin’s Russia and the Threat to the West (Palgrave Macmillan, 2009), p.1-37
03/04
Political and Economic Developments in Russia

Lucas, The New Cold War, p.37-127
Research paper proposal and annotated bibliography due

Week 9.

03/09 & 03/11
   No Class: Spring Break!

Week 10.

03/16
Economic Reform in Russia: State and Oil


Finish The New Cold War
**Stephen Hanson, “The Uncertain Future of Russia’s Weak State Authoritarianism,” East European Politics and Societies, Vol. 21, No.1(2007), 

p. 67-81

03/18
The East Europeans 
*Andrew Wilson, “The East Europeans: Ukraine, Belarus and Moldova,” in Developments in Central and East European Politics (Duke: DUP, 2007), p. 90-109 

**Lucan Way, “State power and autocratic stability: Armenia and Georgia compared” in The Politics of Transition in Central Asia and the Caucasus (New York: Routledge, 2009), p. 103-123  
Week 11. 

03/23
Reforming Politics in Central Asia 
*Svat Soucek, “Independent Central Asian Republics” in A History of Inner Asia p. 275-295    Group presentations on politics in Central Asia

03/25
Natural Resources and their Implications in the Caucasus and Central Asia

**Oksan Bayulgen, “Caspian energy wealth: social impacts and implications for regional stability” in The Politics of Transition in Central Asia and the Caucasus, p. 163-205
Week 12.

03/30
The War in Chechnya
Anna Politkovskaya, A Small Corner of Hell: Dispatches from Chechnya (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 2003) 

04/01
Ethnic Conflict I 

**Julie E. George, “Expecting ethnic conflict” in The Politics of Transition in Central Asia and the Caucasus, p. 75-102
Week 13. 

04/06 
Ethnic Conflict II: The Balkans 
*Misha Glenny, “Epilogue: The Balkan Vortex” in The Balkans (New York : Viking Press, 2000), p.634-662

*Judy Batt, “The Western Balkans” in Developments in Central and East European Politics, p. 72-89
Watch Grbavica (on reserve)

04/08
Geopolitics and the role of the EU 
Anders Åslund, “The Impact of the Outside World” in How Capitalism was Built, p. 282-304

*Heather Grabbe, “Central and Eastern Europe and EU” in Developments in Central and East European Politics, p. 110-126
Week 14. 
04/13
Research Presentations I
04/15
Research Presentations II
Week 15.

04/20
What future for the region(s)? Geopolitics continued
*Bertil Nygren, “The Caucasus, NATO and the United States,” p. 154-159 and “Central Asia, China, NATO and the United States,” p. 207-215 in The Rebuilding of Greater Russia (New York: Routledge, 2008)
Research papers due!
04/23
Course Conclusion and Review

***Final exam date: Monday, April 26th, 2 p.m. – 5 p.m. in Ryland 216***
